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Matthew 

Lesson 21  

The closer Jesus gets to Passover, the more  
significant are the disturbances that surround 
Him.  He is spending much of His time teaching 
the people, but also the need to spend specific 
time with His disciples becomes necessary.  He 
has warned them of the coming trouble, but 
they seem to want to avoid taking that  
seriously.  More of His parables are subtle hints 
of the division of those committed to the  
Kingdom of Heaven and those who are focused 
on the world. Also, His specific teaching on 
what it means to be a kingdom person is  

focused on the radical concept of selflessness not 
power and authority.  To be great in the  
Kingdom of Heaven is to be the servant of all!  
What a radical and contrasting   idea to the 
idea to ruling on earth.  The disciples still  
haven’t quite grasped how this reality is going 
to radically change their lives in the days to 
come.   

READ CHAPTER 21  (See also Mark 11:1-10 and Luke 19:29-38) 

Matthew Chapter 21 begins the record of events that take place the last week of Jesus’ life. 
Within this time Jesus daily went to Jerusalem from Bethany where He was staying with His 
close friends Mary, Martha, and Lazarus.  Jesus had been to their home in Bethany months 
earlier at which time He raised Lazarus from the dead (John 11:30-45). This last week before 
Passover, He is returning to the area after having spent several months traveling throughout 
the region around the city of Ephraim, some 10-20 miles north of Jerusalem, due to the threat 
on His life (John 11:54-57).  A general description of Jesus’ activity in the first two days of His 
last week as recorded in Matthew 21 and the other gospels is as follows: 
 
 Sunday      Triumphal entry into Jerusalem   Matthew 21:1-11 
        Mark 11:1-1 
        Luke 19:29-38 
 
 Monday   Curses the fig tree and cleanses the Temple in Jerusalem    
        Matthew 21:12-23 
        Mark  11:12-17 
        Luke 19:45-46 

1. Read John 11:45-53.  After the raising of Lazarus, the religious leaders believed something had 
to be done with Jesus because of the possible threat from the Romans. What did the high priest 
Caiaphas say that, unknown to him, was a prophecy concerning Christ?  
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As Jesus enters Jerusalem with the palm branches and clothing being laid before 
Him, the people shout “Hosanna!  “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 

Lord.” (Hosanna is believed to mean “Save we pray” or simply “praise.”) 

2. What do they specifically call Jesus in Matthew 21:9 and Luke 19:38, and what do they believe 
is happening according to Mark 11:10?  What do these statements infer the people are expecting 
of Jesus as He enters the city? 

3. What did Jesus do when He entered Jerusalem the next day (Monday) according to  
      Matthew 21:18-22 and Mark 11:12-14 & 19-26, and what did He teach His disciples through it? 

4. Read Matthew 21:18-20 and Mark 11:12-14.  Knowing Jesus doesn’t do anything without a  
      purpose and was never given to unjust anger, why do you think He cursed the fig tree?  

5. Why couldn’t the elders answer Jesus’ question to them about the baptism of John? 

6. What point was Jesus making to them in the parable in vs. 28-32? 
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7. In chapter 13 we learned the four main purposes of a parable.  They were 1) to illustrate, 2) to 
teach about Gods divine character, 3) to emphasize a single message, and 4) to illicit a response 
from those who hear.   Explain how you see each of those purposes shown in the parable of the 
landowner in Matthew 21:33-41. 

8. Why were the religious leaders upset by this particular parable? Explain how the parable  
      applied to them.   
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Prayer requests: 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

Group time notes: 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 


