As was stated in the Introduction to Matthew
(see lesson One), Matthew, Mark and Luke are
called the Synoptic Gospels. Synoptic means “to
view together.” This means that when the three
gospel accounts are viewed together, they make
a more complete picture of Christ’s life and
teaching. Matthew 18:1-10, Mark 9:33-48, and
Luke 9:46-48 are perfect examples of the
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necessity to look at all three accounts to come to
a complete understanding of the truths
presented there. It is clear from the context of
each gospel that the same event is being related,
but in this case it appears that Matthew gives a
more detailed explanation of the events as they
take place.

1. How do Matthew, Mark, and Luke each paint varied pictures of the discussion about who was
the greatest in the Kingdom? See Matthew 18:1-6, Mark 9:33-48, and Luke 9:46-48.

~ In order to make His point more vivid, Jesus brings a child from the crowd to illustrate as He
~ answers the question about who is the greatest in the kingdom of Heaven. He makes a
correlation between the qualities of a child and the attitude of one who is greatest in heaven.

2. According to Matthew 18:4, what quality of a child is necessary for a person to become great,

and what does that mean?
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g ~ Jesus then moves to the importance of not causing a person to stumble (vs. 6) who has

~ humbled themselves like a child. We can assume this is a reference to a new conversion
and represents a simple, trusting dependence of someone with no resources looking to
someone greater who can supply what is needed (vs. 3). The word “stumble” in the Greek
(skandalon) means “to put a snare or stumbling block in someone’s way.” The word was
used of a trap on which bait is placed. It usually denotes an enticement.

3. From vs. 6-10, what are some of the sources of stumbling blocks? What point is Jesus making
in His extreme description of responding to stumbling blocks? In what ways are you possibly a
stumbling block to yourself or someone else?

4. How does the parable of the hundred sheep (vs. 12-14) add to what Jesus has said in the
previous verses?

~ Jesus now moves on to the reality of situations where we sin against one another as
~ believers. He gives the reasonable steps one should go through to restore fellowship, as
well as bring about forgiveness.

5. From vs. 15-17 give the three-step process of restoration and the last response to one who
refuses restoration.

Step 1 vs. 15
Step 2 vs. 16
Step 3 vs. 17a

Final response vs. 17b-
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6. From verses 16-20, what is the purpose of having two witnesses? See also Deuteronomy 19:15.

7. How does the statement in vs. 20 relate back to verse 16?

8. Inverses 21-35, what question is Jesus responding to, and how does the parable explain His
answer?
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Prayer requests:

Group time notes:
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