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Matthew 

Lesson 16  

Signs and wonders done to show authority or authenticity was not new to the people of  
Israel.  Moses was given power to do great signs and wonders before Pharaoh to testify to 
the authority God had given him (Ex.4:8-30).  This was also to reveal to Israel that Moses 
was called by God as His voice, and that they were to follow him (Deut.4:34-35; 29:2-4).  In 
Hebrew and Greek the meaning of the word “sign” is similar.  In general, it is used to  
designate acts by which God makes known to men His purpose and His power  
(Zondervan Encyclopedia).  
 
Jesus also did miracles to testify to His power and authority.  The works He did in their lives 
were to verify that He was from the Father (John 5:36-37). 
 
Paul was given power to do signs and wonders to bear witness that he was called by God 
(Acts 14:4; 2 Cor. 12:11-12). 
 
Because signs and wonders were done by God’s messengers to identify that they had been 
sent by Him, it makes sense that Satan would counterfeit God’s miracles. Therefore,  
Matthew 24:23-24 warns that false Christs will arise and do signs and wonders to mislead 
people and draw them away from the truth.  This requires wisdom on behalf of God’s people 
to be able to discern the truth from a lie, which lies in identifying the nature and intent of the 
sign or miracle. 

READ CHAPTER 16  (See also Mark 8:11-38) 

1. From Matthew 13:54-58, what one thing hindered Jesus from doing miracles?  What kinds of 
signs do you think the Pharisees and Sadducees were expecting from Jesus?  Matthew 16:1 

2. What was Jesus saying to them in vs. 2-3?  

3. What words does He use that describes their desire for a sign, and what was He saying about 
them? Vs. 4  See also Matthew 12:39 and Jeremiah 5:7-8.  
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4. Describe several signs that Jesus did that should have been sufficient identification as to who 
He was.  See also Matthew 11:1-6. 

5. According to Luke 12:1, what is the leaven of the Pharisees?  Define that word and what it might 
mean in regard to the religious leaders. Matthew 16:11-12.  In what ways do you see this sin in 
your own life? 

6. What was so significant about Peter’s response to Jesus’ personal question of who He was? 

7. What was this discussion preparation for in vs. 21? 

8. How did Peter’s response (vs. 22) to the information Christ was giving him about the future  
      reveal that he still didn’t really understand Christ’s purpose? 

9. What does Jesus say to His disciples in response to Peter’s misstatement, and in what context 
had Jesus previously given this difficult truth? Matthew 16:24-25 and 10:5-39. 
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Prayer requests: 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

Group time notes: 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 


