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John  

Lesson 17 Chapter 17 

Jesus has had the very difficult conversation 
with His disciples that would need to sustain 
them through the coming tragic events of the 
next several days.  He now pours out His heart 
to the Father on their behalf.  This “High  
priestly prayer” as it is referred to is only  
recorded by John.  With the disciples listening, 
Jesus presents to the Father His finished work 
and intercedes for the disciples to be kept by the 
Father since they have to remain in the world.  
He also prays for those who will believe in Him 

because of the testimony of the disciples.  His  
desire is that all who believe in His name will  
become one as He and the Father are One.  It 
will be this unity that convinces the world of the 
truth.  “If therefore, there is any encouragement 
in Christ, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if 
any affection and compassion, make my joy 
complete by being of the same mind,  
maintaining the same love, united in spirit,  
intent on one purpose.”  Philippians 2:1-2  

READ CHAPTER 17  

1.  Why do you think Jesus prayed this prayer, at this time, out loud?  

2. According to verse 2-3, who are the recipients of eternal life, and how does Jesus define eternal  
      life?  

3. What specific work was Jesus referring to that He had accomplished? Vs. 4-7  
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“The glory of God is the magnificence, worth, loveliness and grandeur of His many  
perfections, which He displays in His creative and redemptive acts in order to make His glory 
known to those in His presence.”  Christopher Morgan  To glorify God then is to emphatically 
identify the truth of who He is in regard to those attributes.  It is to reveal Him as He truly is 
so others can see Him correctly.     

4. What phrase in verses 8, 21, 23, and 25 show another purpose that Jesus was sent to  
      accomplish?         

5. What was the “glory” that Christ had before the world was?  See Philippians 2:6; John 1:1;  

      2 Corinthians 4:4; Hebrews 1:3.  

6. What statement does Jesus repeat in vs. 2, 6, 9, 11, 12, and 24?  What do you think this means,  

      and why would Jesus repeat it so many times?  

7. From verses 11-17, give three things that Jesus requests for the disciples, and in verse 20,  
      extends to all believers?    

8. Explain how the unity of believers testify to the world and cause the world to believe. Vs. 21 
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9. How can you personally breed unity in the body of Christ?  
 

10. What thoughts might have been going through the disciples’ minds as they listened to this  
      prayer?  
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Prayer requests: 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

Group time notes: 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 


