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John  

Lesson 13 Chapter 13 

The first 12 chapters of John record the specific 
signs and the words that Jesus used to reveal 
His identity and His sincere and endless love 
for people.  In the next 8 chapters he will  
record the last week of Jesus’ life.  These last 
chapters will focus mainly on Jesus specific 
teaching to His disciples about His departure, 
and the last days of His suffering.    After the 
startling and prophetic events of Chapter 12, 
the anointing of Jesus by Mary and the  
triumphal entry into Jerusalem, Chapter 13 
begins with the day before Passover.  All the 
last-minute preparations were being made for 

this most holy event.  It was on this night that 
Jesus would share His “last supper” with His 
disciples.  At this celebration He would model 
true servanthood for them through washing 
their feet. Using this humble act, He would show 
them how to serve one another as His true  
disciples.  “If I then, the Lord and Teacher, wash 
your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s 
feet.  For I gave you an example that you should 
do as I did to you.”  John 13:14-15.   “…but  
whoever wishes to become great among you 
shall be your servant.”  Matthew 20:26.  

READ CHAPTER 13  

Compare the following passages: John 13:1-30; Matthew 26:17-25; Mark 14:12-21; Luke 22:1-23.    

1. According to John 13:1-4, what did Jesus know about Himself, and what did it motivate Him to 
do? 

2. How did Peter respond to Jesus’ intention? How did Jesus correct him? Vs. 5-11  
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3. What principles of discipleship was Jesus trying to teach the disciples by this unexpected foot 
washing? Why was this teaching especially necessary?  See Luke 22:24-27 

4. What minimal information do we get from John as to what motivated Judas to betray Jesus?  
John 12:1-6; 13:2, 29 

5. How did the disciples respond to the statement Jesus made that one of them would betray Him?  
What does that tell you about them?  

6. Describe the situation at the table and the conversations that led to asking Jesus who the  
      betrayer would be.  Vs. 24-26 

7. How was Jesus glorified by the betrayal of Judas?  Vs.31-32  Do you think glorifying Jesus was 
Judas’ intent?  

8. Why would what Jesus said next begin to put the disciples in panic mode? Vs. 33  
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9. Loving others wasn’t a new concept to these men because the Law was founded on loving other 
people.  What was now to be the motivation and model for the way they loved, and what would 
be the result?  In what ways would this be different than what they knew before?   

10. What does Peter’s question and answer session in vs.36-37 tell you about him?  In what ways, if 
any, are you like Peter?  

11. It has been said that “Love isn’t complicated, but it is very costly.”  What does that mean to you?  

12. From chapters 12-13 of John, give four Old Testament prophecies that were fulfilled in the life of 
Christ.  
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Prayer requests: 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

Group time notes: 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 


