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John  

Lesson 10 Chapter 10 

We know that God does not hear sinners; but if 
anyone is God-fearing and does His will, He 
hears them. Then how can a sinner heal a blind 
man? That was the question the healed man 
posed to the Pharisees in Chapter 9.  
Unfortunately, it was question that they  
ignored because of their own blindness.  In 
their mind a true prophet or righteous man 
would never do such a thing on the Sabbath. At 
the end of Chapter 9, Jesus reminds them that 
they were blind because they chose to be, and 
now they were responsible for their sin. 
After making it clear to the leaders that they 
were blind to their own sin, in Chapter 10 Jesus 
goes on to give an illustration about the  
Pharisees and their relationship to the people 
and to Himself using the parallel of a shepherd 

and his interaction with the sheep in his flock. 
This teaching caused more division among the 
people, but many believed in Him because of the 
miraculous signs He continued to do. Sometime 
later, during the Feast of Dedication 
(Hanukkah) in the winter of A.D.29-30, Jesus 
refers back to the Good Shepherd story to  
reiterate who He is. He then makes the  
statement "l and the Father are one," and once 
again they take up stones to kill Him. Jesus 
eludes them and goes to the region east of the 
Jordan River where John the Baptist had first 
baptized. Because of John's previous work, 
many there believed in Jesus. 

READ CHAPTER 10 

1.   What are the characteristics of the shepherd in vs. 1-16? 

2. Why won't the sheep follow a stranger? Vs. 5-6.  What had Jesus already said to the leaders  
      about this?  John 8:42-47 



 2 

John Lesson 10 Chapter 10 pursueonline.org 

3. Who are the "other sheep" that Jesus refers to in vs. 16?   Ephesians 2:13-22 

4. How is Jesus the "door” to the sheepfold? 

5. Read Ezekiel 34. How is Jesus fulfilling the prophecies there?  

6.   Why were some of the people having a hard time believing that Jesus was simply demon  
      possessed?  What question does that leave them with? Vs.21 

Jesus has to leave the area due to the threat to His life, but He later returns to Jerusalem 
for the Feast of Dedication. In 168 B.C. Antiochus Epiphanes, a ruler of Syria, conquered 
Jerusalem and slaughtered a pig on the altar in the Temple defiling it. A revolt followed 
led by a man called Judas Maccabaeus. In 165 B.C. the Temple area was reclaimed and an 
eight-day cleansing time followed. According to Jewish tradition, though only enough oil 
was found to burn in the Temple for one day, it lasted eight. The celebration that Christ 
was present for would have included the lighting of candles in all synagogues and homes, 
one a day for eight days. This tradition is still incorporated in many Jewish homes today. 
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7.   The Jews seemed to think that Jesus was being very mysterious about His claims of being  
      Messiah, and they wanted Him to just come right out and say it.  In what ways had He already   
      made that claim, and why did they not understand Him? Vs, 24-21 

8. What 6 things does Jesus state about His sheep in vs. 27-29?  

9.   Why were they so offended by His statement in verse 30? 

10. Why do you think the people across the Jordan responded differently to Jesus than those in  
      Jerusalem? Vs. 40-42 
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Prayer requests: 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

Group time notes: 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 


