James Lesson 3

In his letter to the new Jewish believers,
James is addressing certain problems
that seem to have infiltrated the church in
response to the persecution against them.
To James, faith is a practical endeavor
with real and tangible outward evidence
of the new man in Christ. This would
have been in contrast to the “faith” of that
day within the hierarchy of the Jewish
religion. Faith then seemed to be
evidenced more by keeping the Law
outwardly, which produced pride and
self-righteousness in contrast to works of
love born out of inward transformation to
the character of Christ.

In speaking to his Jewish brethren in
Chapter 1, James identifies true believers
as those that persevere through trials and
temptations. They also strive to control
their tongues, hear and obey the Word,
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show care and compassion for orphans
and widows, and strive for personal purity
while in the world.

In Chapter 2, they are instructed to treat
one another as equals and not rely on reli-
gious ceremony for salvation. True faith
reveals itself in actions that manifest the
character of the Spirit of God that lives
within them.

Chapter 3 reveals James’ practical ap-
proach to holy living. Authentic Christian-
ity is manifested by what we say not just
what we do. He stresses the reality of our
arch enemy, “the tongue,” and expresses
how controlling it can be a most difficult,
but necessary, undertaking. What we say
reveals what is in our hearts; therefore,
much attention should be given to what
comes out of our mouths.

1. Why would teachers be held to a higher standard? 3:1
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2. James is about to give a lesson on the destructive power of our words. He begins in
verse 2 by expressing our tendency to “stumble” (NAS), “offend” (KJV) which is the
same word he uses in 2:10 about breaking the Law. How much significance does
James give to controlling our tongue in 3:2?

3. What analogies does he give in 3:3-4, and what is he saying by them? Give an example
of a time when your tongue or someone else’s tongue directed significant events
whether good or bad.

4. What does James relate our tongue to in verses 6 and 8, and what damage does it do?

5. How do we manifest the evil of our tongue? 3:9-12

“I think the first virtue is to restrain the tongue; he approaches nearest to gods
who knows how to be silent, even though he is in the right.” ~Cato The Elder~
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6. What statements does James make to show the illogic of that behavior? 3:11-12

7. Are there particular stress mechanisms that cause you to fall into behavior that is
contrary to who you really are? Explain.

8. From verses 13-18, contrast the characteristics of earthly wisdom and heavenly
wisdom. How can you apply that information practically to your life?

9. Explain what you think verse 18 is referring to as the “seed whose fruit is righteousness.”
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Prayer requests:

Group time notes:
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