Galatians Lesson 4 Chapter 4

In Galatians 4 Paul is continuing his
explanation of the profound implications of
what is means to be spiritual heirs of
Abraham, heirs according to promise. In
this chapter he will use metaphors rich in
familial terms such as child, father, son,
adoption and heir. He is laying out our full
rights in Christ and explaining why we can
claim God as Father. “Therefore you are no
longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then
an heir through God.” Galatians 4: 7

READ CHAPTER 4

Paul is further urging the believers to follow
his own example and avoid the legalism of
the Judaizers. He wonders why they
willingly drag themselves back into slavery
of the law when they have been freed in
Christ! To illustrate his point, he uses Hagar
and Sarah as an allegory of law and grace.
When comparing these covenants he is
showing his readers to stop looking to the
law to bring salvation, reminding them that
people of faith are children of the free
woman and heirs of the promise.

1. What are the elemental things of the world that held us in bondage in verse 3?2 How
are the elemental things described in verse 9 ?

2. How do we receive the adoption as sons referred to in verse 5? See also

Romans 8:14-17
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Middle East as a word of address used by young children to greet their father. Abba
is an Aramaic expression that may have derived originally from the first syllables
uttered by an infant. However, we oversentimentalize this word when we refer to
it as mere baby talk and translate it into English as ‘daddy’. The word Abba appears
in certain legal texts of the Mishna as a designation used by grown children in
claiming the inheritance of their deceased father. As a word of address Abba is not so
much associated with infancy as it is with intimacy. It is a cry of the heart, not a
word spoken calmly with personal detachment and reserve, but a word we ‘call’ or
‘cry out’. “ ~ Dr. Timothy George, Galatians, page 307

Qf “The word Abba is a term of familial intimacy that can still be heard through the

3. In light of the above information how do you see Jesus’ use of Abba Father in
Mark 14: 32- 36 as a cry of the heart?

4. Paul says we are known by God in Galatians 4:9 . What does it mean to you to be
known by God?

5. What do you think Paul means in verse 12 when he says “become as I am, for I also
have become as you are?”

6. Who is the “they” Paul is referring to in verse 17? What is it “they” are really seeking?
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7. What does Paul mean when he says until Christ is formed in you? See also
Romans 8:29. What does it mean to be conformed to the image of His Son?

8. List specific details of Abraham’s two sons according to Galatians 4:21-27.

9. What does it mean that Ishmael was born “by the flesh” (Read Genesis 16:1-15) and
Isaac “through promise” (see Genesis 21:1-3 )?

10. How did Ishmael persecute Isaac ? How do you see unbelievers persecute believers?
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Prayer requests:

Group time notes:
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