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Joseph has done an amazing thing in  
accurately interpreting the dreams of the 
butler and the baker, yet still he sits in  
prison waiting for his just deliverance.  
Waiting in these conditions would be  
difficult even if one were guilty of the 
charges against them, but to continue to 
wait when you are innocent would take  
extreme endurance and faith.  Joseph 
doesn’t have a crystal ball that would  
assure him that his circumstances were  

going to fulfill a much greater purpose in 
God’s plan, but he appears to have a single-
minded focus on God’s sovereignty despite 
the disturbing events of his life.  He, like his 
future relative David, exhibits the ability to 
see beyond the size of the opposing giants, to 
the all powerful God who is able to defeat 
them.  It is precisely that kind of sight that 
will enable Joseph to be a key player in God’s 
amazing plan of redemption.  

READ CHAPTER 41 

1. Couldn’t God have caused the butler to remember Joseph instead of leaving him in prison  
      for two years?  What might have been God’s purpose in leaving Joseph there?  

2.  Restate Pharaoh’s dreams in your own words. 
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“The east wind is a scorching wind, the sirocco, which in Palestine and Egypt blows in 
from the desert most often in May and October. It withers vegetation and dries up 
fountains and springs. God also used the east wind to bring judgment.”   
                                                                                            ~Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia 
 

3. In what ways is the east wind used in the following verses? Exodus 10:13; Ezekiel 17:1-10  
      and 19:10-12; Hosea 13:9-15; Jonah 4:8 
 

4. What caused Pharaoh to believe his dreams were significant?  See also Daniel 2:1-3. 

5. Why was Joseph called to Pharaoh’s court? 

6. How might Joseph have answered the question, “Why has God left me in prison for these  
      two years?” 
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7. Has God ever put you in a stressful or seemingly unnecessary situation of waiting on  
      Him that caused you to question His purposes?  Explain.  Why is waiting on God so  
      difficult? 
 

8. What is Joseph’s interpretation of the dreams, and what is his solution to the problem the  
      dreams foretell?  What is Pharaoh’s response? 
 

9.   How has Joseph’s life drastically changed just in the short time since he was called before  
      Pharaoh?  

10.  What is significant about the names Joseph gave his sons? 

© Copyright 2020 Linda Mitcham. All rights reserved. 



 4 

Genesis Lesson 33 Chapter 41 

Prayer requests: 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

Group time notes: 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 


