Genesis Lesson 31 Chapter 39

If a person were observing Jacob’s family,
they would surely come away with the
opinion that God had abandoned His
covenant to Jacob and his offspring. The
heirs of Abraham certainly weren’t
behaving like the blessed children of God.
The one light within this family blinded by
the darkness of anger, murder, sexual
immorality etc. is Joseph; but he has
fallen prey to his jealous brothers and has
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been taken captive to be sold as a slave into
Egypt. If Jacob’s offspring is to be a blessing
to the nations, something drastic will need to
take place in his family. But a significant
part of the promise God made to Abraham
had not yet been fulfilled. Maybe what
appears to be certain disaster in the eyes of

man is a certain victory for an all powerful
God.

1. What was Joseph’s position in Potiphar's house, and what was the secret of his success?

2. Why do you think the Lord prospered Joseph?
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3. What similarities do you see between Joseph and Daniel in relation to Daniel 1:8-9?

4. What does it mean to you to compromise your faith? In what ways do you struggle in
this area?

5. How would the warnings Solomon gave to his son in Proverbs 5:1-10 and 6:20-32 apply
to Joseph’s situation?

6. In what ways did Joseph model the principles given in 1 Peter 5:8-9a and James 4:7-8a?

7. What is the unexpected outcome of Joseph’s integrity?
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Ny ~  We have the benefit of having the whole intention of God in Joseph’s life because of His

Q written word, but Joseph didn’t know how this story would end. He is just trying to
live out the circumstances of his life with integrity and faithfulness. He doesn’t know
that his life is such a key part of God’s whole story.

“...We must learn to give up our tendency to see God’s will as if it could be fully defined
within the context of one circumstance; as if God’s will in each circumstance stood
alone. God is working out His will according to an eternal strategy. Each individual
piece will be part of the big plan. ...You can’t see the whole picture of a puzzle in each
individual piece, and standing alone, the piece seems random and without purpose.
Only when it is placed in its proper context does it begin to make sense. So it is with
life. Each circumstance fits into the big picture. Don’t waste your time trying to make
each piece make sense by itself. We tend to try to define God’s will incident by
incident, happening by happening, as if each occurrence in our lives stand alone.
Instead, everything is being blended together into the whole...Don'’t focus your faith on
a specific outcome; focus your faith on God.”

(Live a Praying Life — Jennifer Kennedy Dean, page 40)

8. Where does God’s story go from here that makes Joseph’s life so important? See Psalm 105.

9. How could Joseph have misinterpreted the situation he now finds himself in? In what
ways do you misinterpret the events that may take place in your life?

10. Although the Scripture doesn’t specify what things Joseph did to merit the respect and
trust of his masters, what behaviors can we assume Joseph exhibited in his life to earn
his elevated position?
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Prayer requests:

Group time notes:
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