Genesis Lesson 26 Chapter 32

Despite all the family dysfunction, the
lying, cheating and stealing, God is using
Jacob’s family to carry out His eternal
plan of salvation. He is certainly making it
clear that it is not by man’s goodness or
power that His purposes are accomplished
or His promises fulfilled. Jacob has dealt
with Laban for the last time, and he now
continues on his journey to Canaan. It
seems he is a changed man since his days
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of deception and betrayal, maybe because of
his experience with Laban and being the one
betrayed and lied to. God has prospered him
within the trials and has deepened his faith.
More trials will face him as he returns to the
place of covenant promise passed to him
from his forefathers, but Jacob and his sons
are becoming prominent players in God’s
redemption plan.

_ different. In verse 1 the word “angels” of God is the same as the word “messengers” in

Q# In verses 1-3 there are some interchangeable words that are translated slightly

verse 3. According to The Complete Word Study Dictionary of the Old Testament by

Warren Baker, the Hebrew word is malak which is a noun that means a messenger, an
angel. The term often denotes one sent (used sometimes as angels, other times as
humans) on business or diplomacy by another (human) personage. Also the word
“camp” (NIV or NAS) “host” (KJV) in verse 2 is the Hebrew word machanah which
means “a camp, an army, and a company.” The name Mahanaim is a dual form of this
same word and means dual camps or armies. “It seems to be used by Jacob to indicate
that God had encamped in the midst of Jacob and his family.” (Baker, page 597)

1. Why would it be important for Jacob to be assured that God was ready to protect him at

this point in his journey?
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2. Esau’s country, Seir in Edom, was somewhat out of the way of Jacob’s journey home. He
possibly could have avoided meeting Esau at least for a time. Find Edom on a map.
What do you think might have been his motivation for sending for his brother now?

3. What is Jacob attempting to do by the message he sends to Esau?

4. What does Jacob assume when his messengers return, and what 3 things does he do in
response? Vs.7-21

5. Do you think Jacob responded correctly? Explain.

6. In your own words, describe the fight between Jacob and the mystery man in verses 23-30.
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7. Give the meaning of the name Jacob and the name Israel. How does this name change
reveal the change in Jacob’s character?

8. Read Judges 13. What can we assume from this passage is the reason the being Jacob
wrestled with wouldn’t reveal his name?

9. Using examples from Jacob’s life, explain the principles God gives in James 1:2-4 and
1 Peter 1:6-7. How do you see these principles being worked out in your own life?
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Prayer requests:

Group time notes:
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